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HONOR ROLL & ACT SCORES 
          
         82 Southwest students were on the honor 
roll 3rd quarter of this school year.  69% of our stu-
dents accomplished this through their God-given 
academic gifts, effort, and the instruction of teach-
ers and support of family. Great job! 
         Southwest’s average ACT score for the past   
5-years is 24.7, which is the top 70% of the stu-
dents who took the test. 
 22.9 is the Minnesota average ACT score 
for the 70% of the students who took it. 

SOUTHWEST WELCOMES NEW TEACHERS  
 

         Mrs.  Stephan ie     
Huisman will be teaching 
part time at Southwest next 
year.  Spanish I and II,    
Introduction to Spanish for 
freshmen, and English 9 
(1st semester) will be the 
classes she teaches.    

She will also be directing the play in the spring.        
         Stephanie, her husband Nathan, and their two 
sons Adrian and Jackson moved to Chandler, MN 
last year. Nathan is the pastor of Chandler          
Reformed Church. 
 
         Mrs. Holly Raak will also 
be teaching part time at   
Southwest next year. AP   Eng-
lish, English 12, and English 9 
(2nd semester) will be the 
classes she teaches. She will 
also be leading Players, SW’s 
drama group, in the fall.  Holly, 
Randy, Maddi, and Rachel 
moved to Edgerton from      
Arizona last year. Randy Raak is the pastor of    
Bethel Christian Reformed Church. 

PSEO AND DUAL ENROLLMENT 
 
          Southwest will be providing 
dual enrollment opportunities for the 
2011-2012 school year to junior and 
seniors who qualify.  Students will 
be able to take courses online 
through Northwestern College in St. 
Paul, provided they are accepted 
(application deadline of July 15, 

2011).  Northwestern is a Christian college in line 
with Southwest’s philosophy of education. 28 
courses are offered, ranging from Western Civiliza-
tion to Speech to World Religions.   
           We will also be providing 2 college courses 
on our campus through Dordt College.  They will be 
Communication & Culture and College Writing.  
Paul Bootsma will teach these two courses.  
            In both the on-campus and online courses, 
students will receive high school and college credit 
with some limitations on the number of courses 
taken per semester. 

PARKING LOT IMPROVMENT 
       
             Be on the look out for concrete work oppor-
tunities.  This summer, we are going to be replacing 
about one-third to one-half of the parking lot with 
concrete.  The board has set a $20,000 budget for 
this summer’s phase of the project.  We intend to do 
this with volunteer labor and a professional foreman.  
The existing parking lot 
needs to be seal coated, 
which would cost about 
$10,000 and last 5 – 7 
years. The building and 
grounds committee feels 
replacing the asphalt mate-
rial with concrete will be 
more cost-effective than 
seal coating, and it would 
last longer. 



 
 
 
 
 

By Paul Bootsma 
          Ephesians 1:3-6 
         Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blame-
less in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 
         We are all adopted to “sonship” in and through Jesus Christ.  There is no mistake and no confusion in this.  
Christ is very clear about his love for us.  We need to accept Christ’s love as our responsibility and love for Him. 
         Danielle DeWeerd, Brian DeWeerd, and Heidi Uilk led us in chapel on May 6, 2011.  Danielle is a senior 
who got pregnant during her sophomore year at SW.  Danielle led us through her story of the reality, fear, worry, 
and hope that God allowed her to experience as she grew in her faith through this.  Brian, Danielle’s dad, shared 
his story of disappointment and love in this difficult situation.  Brian also shared how God allowed these experi-
ences as he grew in his own faith.  Heidi Uilk also told her story of apprehension and joy from a teacher’s per-
spective as the adoptive parent of Danielle’s baby, Hannah.  Heidi relayed how this experience caused her faith 
to grow. Danielle, Brian, and Heidi told this story together to show the reality of the consequences of our choices 
and a woven expression of our dependence on God, His grace, forgiveness, and providence. 
         This was a gracious and honest opportunity for students to learn more of the Christian life, our “adopted” 
status as sons and daughters of Christ, and our necessary reliance on Him in our lives. 

SOCIETY MEAL & MEETING: JUNE 9 
 

6:30 Society  
Meeting Meal   

served by the South-
west Christian’s Girls 

Basketball Team,  
free will donation  

7:30 Society Meeting 
 

Society Meeting Agenda Summary: 
1. Board Member Election 
2. Financial Reports 
3. Town Hall Meeting Report from the board 
4. Board Report 
5. Principal’s Report 
        Anyone interested in becoming a member 
of the Southwest MN Christian High School Soci-
ety may apply if they are not members defined 
by one of the criteria listed below. Please contact 
the office for an application for Southwest Soci-
ety Membership. The board will review the appli-
cations and contact applicants. 

Southwest society member definition: 
1.  A Parent or Guardian of a present student    
       at Southwest 
2.  A Parent or Guardian of a former student of   
       Southwest 
3.    An Employee of Southwest 
4. Others interested in becoming a society    
       member may apply through the board. 

SWC 4th ANNUAL MOTORCYCLE RIDE 
FUNDRAISER,  JUNE 4, 2011 
 
         If you enjoy riding 
motorcycle and would 
like to help raise money 
for Southwest, please 
join us on the 4th annual 
Southwest motorcycle 
ride benefit.  We will 
begin the morning June 4 at SW at  8 AM for      
devotions, delicious caramel rolls, and  coffee.   
         We will depart at 8:30 AM for Mankato, where 
a noon meal of salads and grilled hamburgers will 
be served.  The meal alone is worth the trip. 
         Following the meal, we will be riding to       
explore the roads along the rivers in the area.  We 
will be making plenty of stops throughout the day, 
giving breaks to stretch and relax.  We will also 
probably stop for ice cream in the afternoon.           
If  anyone has any suggestions for points of interest 
or some nice roads in this area, please let us know. 
Please join a great group of SW supporters on a 
casual motorcycle ride.   
         RSVP to Leon and Sharla Vander Woude at 
507.677.2590 or leonandsharla@frontiernet.net by 
May 28th. There is no charge for the ride and no 
need for sponsors. Simply make a donation to 
Southwest.  Last year we raised $3,500 and we 
hope to top that this year.  Mark your calendar and 
join us.  Please pray for nice weather and safe   
traveling. 



LEADERS FOR LIFE NEWS 
                                                                   By Brian Busker 
 
         Recently Leaders For Life has had the opportu-
nity to bring the school chapel season to a close. This 
year’s theme, GPS (God’s Positioning System) found 
its final destination and home 
with eternity with our Lord. 
One of the highlights this past 
month was the chapel we had 
during Christian Education 
Week where we talked about 
the hope that we have from 
Easter and in Jesus Christ 
that can sustain us and carry 
us to completion no matter the bumps along the road. 
         To illustrate that we had two great examples. 
The first was Leah and Pastor Joe Vanden Akker who 
relayed to us the journey from their lives over the last 
year battling cancer and its effects. The second was 
watching a clip or two from “Letters to God” and then 
encouraging the students to also write their own letter 
in order to better find their way in their   spiritual life.  
         L4L had another good and productive year and 
we thank you and the students for buying in to what it 
is we tried to accomplish this past year. I would like to 
personally thank Mr. Dyk for his help this year, espe-
cially with the contacts and scheduling. I would also 
like to thank the students on Leaders For Life for giv-
ing of their time and energy to enhance the atmos-
phere here at Southwest. 

WE CAME, WE RAN, WE CONGRATULATED! 
 

     Not quite the Vini, Vidi, 
Vici of Julius Caesar but the 
above statement certainly 
held true here at Southwest 
for our annual Track and 
Field Day. Students from all 
four corners of the SWC area 
came to the track one     
blustery afternoon in order to 
compete for fame, riches and 

glory — I mean compete for ribbons, fun and hugs 
from parents/grandparent. We had a great time 
and it was fun to spotlight for all to see the talents 
that God has given us. 
        Thank you to Mr. Ulferts for his scheduling of 
events, executive presence and sophisticated feel 
for how that wheel continues to work year in and 
year out. A thank you too to the students and staff 
from Southwest who put the oil on that wheel from 
year in and year out. We trust all enjoyed the    
afternoon and thank you to you all for coming. 

STAFF LEAVING 
 
         Dan Broekhuis has 
served God at Southwest 
Christian for 26 years as a 
teacher and coach.  Dan has 
taught Algebra I and II, Calcu-
lus, P.E., Physical Science, 
Mechanical Drawing, and 
Computer Science. Dan has 

also coached basketball, volleyball, golf, and track.  
He has been part of the fabric of Southwest, chal-
lenging students to grow.   
         Dan feels led to explore other options for his 
career in teaching.   As part of this, Dan and the 
board would like to extend an invitation for you to 
say thank you and good-bye through cards, emails, 
and phone calls, instead of the usual open house 
for staff with twenty years of service or more.  Dan’s 
address is 615 5th Ave W., Edgerton. Phone: 
507.442.3717  Email: danoswc79@yahoo.com. 
 
         Heidi Uilk has been teach-
ing at Southwest for three 
years.  She has been responsi-
ble for teaching Physics, Ge-
ometry, Physical Science, and 
Math I.  She has also been in-
volved in coaching freshmen 
girls basketball. Heidi has 
served on SWC’s promotions committee.  Heidi 
plans to stay home with her children next year as 
they anticipate the adoption of a child or children 
from Ethiopia. Blessings to you, Heidi. 

 
         Brenda Hrbek has been 
teaching at Southwest for three 
years.  She has taught Spanish I, 
II, and III, and Geography as well 
as Spanish at Edgerton Public.  
She has also served on the     
education committee.  Brenda will 
be teaching at Sioux Falls     
Christian next year. Thank you for 

your service, Brenda. 
 
         Katy Dekens has been     
teaching at Southwest for one 
year.  She taught English 9, 
Amer ican L i terature  to          
juniors, English 12, and AP 
English to seniors.  She also 
directed Players, our drama 
group, and co-directed the      
musical this spring. Katy intends to move to her 
home area of Lethbridge, Alberta. Thanks, Katy. 



FOUNDATION MEETING AGENDA  
 

     The Foundation will have a meeting immediately  following the society meeting:  
1. Financial Reports 
2. Vote for Foundation Board Members 

Group 1:  Pipestone 
           Larry DeJongh (incumbent) 
           Lyle Schiebout 

Group 2:  Edgerton 
           Larry Punt (incumbent) 
           Gord Prins 
 
          
          Southwest Board Member Qualifications and Expectati ons: 
1. Living the Christian life 
2. Be parents of a Southwest student or had a student at Southwest at 
one time 
3. Committed to Southwest, its mission, vision, and future 
4. Committed to the service of being a Southwest board member 
5. Possibly have experience serving on another board or consistory 
6. Offer skills and gifts that Southwest and its board needs 
 
 Board Member Nominees: 

Edgerton Nominees:  
Electing Two 
 
Jeff Baker (Edgerton): Jeff and Jodi live in Edgerton with their children.  They have a son Daniel at South-

west as a freshman.  Their younger school-aged children attend the Free Christian School in Edgerton. 
Jeff works in Rock Valley, Iowa at Total Component Solutions.  Jodi works at Edgerton’s Early Child-
hood Family Education and in the home. 

 
Ray Schelhaas (Edgerton): Ray and Lori live outside of Edgerton where they farm.  Ashley is their oldest 

daughter and will be a freshman at Southwest next school year.  Their two younger daughters attend 
Edgerton Christian. 

 
Kirk Van Hulzen (Edgerton): Kirk and Erin live in Edgerton, where they also work.  Their two oldest chil-

dren will be at Southwest next year; Morgan will be a junior and Dayton will be a freshman.  They have 
two children attending Edgerton Christian.  Kirk works at Insurance Services in Edgerton, and Erin is 
the kindergarten teacher at Edgerton Christian. 

 
Tim Van Dyke (Edgerton):  Tim and Lois live outside of Edgerton where they farm.  Tim also works with 

Van Dyke Grinding, and Lois works at New Life Treatment Center.  The Van Dyke's three oldest chil-
dren graduated from Southwest, and Hannah will be a junior next year at SW.  

 
At-Large Nominees (a volunteer member, a person with no children in SW but has knowledge of and           
experience in Christian education, or someone else the board would like to have serve with them):  
Electing One 
 
Jake Moss (Luverne): Jake and Cheryl live on a farm outside of Luverne, where they own and operate a 

dairy with family.  Their three children attended and graduated from Southwest. 
 
Mark Van Dam (Edgerton): Mark and Paula live in Edgerton.  They have three children, two of whom are 

school-aged and attend Edgerton Christian.  Mark works at Monogram Meats in Chandler, and Paula 
owns and operates Katie’s Closet in Edgerton. 



 
 
                                                                        By Jon Mattheis 
                 
          The SWMCH music department presented 
their Spring Concert on May 17 in the school gym.  
The concert included many secular pieces including 
a breathtaking choir piece that used         a Robert 
Frost poem as the text.   
         Alexia Pater and Britney Mouw were recog-
nized for their years of accompanying the choirs.  
Awards were given also for the Choral Award and 
John Phillip Sousa awards. Recipients of the Choral 
Awards were Abby De Groot and Trentin Kooima.  
The John Phillip Sousa award was presented to 
Alexia Pater. These students have gone above and 
beyond their normal musical activities and did many 
extras for the program and will be missed greatly.  
A new award this year was given to senior students 
that have been in band and choir for four years.  
This year Alexia Pater, Jeremy Ward, Kyle Vis and 
Jared Schroeder were given Eagle awards.                                          
          The choirs for the 2011-2012 school year 
were auditioned in April. The Junior/Senior choir will 
be 29 members next year. Because of the small  
numbers of male students in the junior and senior 
classes, to keep a proper balance, the choir had to 
be made smaller.  We hope to increase this number 
in future years. One Accord will consist of twelve 
members next year as we pursue excellence.         
           The SWMCH drumline will be having a busy 
summer their year.  They will begin their year at the 
Orange City Tulip Festival parade on May 20th.  
Other dates are as follows:      
 
  June 4      Luverne Buffalo Days 10 a.m.        
  June 25    Pipestone Water Tower Festival 10a.m.                        
                   Chandler Celebration 1p.m.          
                   St. James Parade 6 p.m. 
  July 2       Prinsburg Parade 6:30 p.m. 
  July 8       Dutch Festival Parade in the Evening 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
        
       Celebrate Memorial Day 
with a delicious pancake 
breakfast at Southwest Chris-
tian High School. Southwest 
Circle 11 will be serving   
pancakes and sausages from 
7:30-10:00 in the school 
cafeteria. Added to the menu 
this year are blueberry and 
chocolate chip pancakes.             
       Enjoy a cup of coffee 
and flavored creamers as 
well. So gather your friends 
and family and head over for 
food and fellowship all while 
suppor t ing  Sou th wes t    
Christian High School.  
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Junior parents: 
         Summer is a great time to do 
some college visiting.  If scheduled 
in a timely fashion they can be very   
rewarding and relaxed at the     
same time.  
Juniors will be signing up for classes 
during exam week. This might offer 

an opportunity to discuss your child’s future with 
them.    
 
Sophomore parents: 
         As you plan your summer, 
perhaps it could include some ca-
reer exploration for your child.  
Talking about your own work and 
visiting with others about work in 
addition to exposure to other 
places all can help in the decision 
making process. By now, your child 
has or very soon will sign up for courses for next 
year. A review of these will be most beneficial.   
 
Freshmen parents:  

         Your child has signed up for 
next year’s courses by this time.  
Review with them what they are 
taking.  A good operating principle 
is if the child can handle it, push 
the math as far as possible.  This 
keeps future options open.   

SOUTHWEST MEGA RUMMAGE SALE  
   
         The 1st annual   
rummage was a huge   
success.  We thank you 
for donating, purchas-
ing, and working.  SW 
was able to raise $6,300 
through this event.  It 
was a wonderful opportunity and we look forward 
to hosting the Southwest Mega Rummage again 
next year.  



Thank you for your                                 
Generous support! 
Thank you to everyone 
that attended and sup-
ported the Palm Sunday 
Easter Festival.  Thanks 

to all those that participated and shared their talent. 
 The offering totaled $1,940.9 Praise God for your 
support                       ~*~ Circle # 12 ~*~ 

BUILDING FUND DRIVE  
 
         We do not have a final  
   total for the building fund drive;  
   however, we do have several  
   plans in  order for the  
   maintenance of the school: 

1. Brick repair/replacement, tuck pointing, and 
seal the brick exterior of the entire high 
school building: $45,700, from funds already 
received last year 

2. Replace 1/3-1/2 of the parking lot with    
concrete:  $20,000 

3. Pending Building Fund Drive Funds: 
· Gym Ventilation Improvements: 

$10,000 
· Gym Hallway Roof Replacement   

Savings: $5,000 
· Ceiling in Classroom Hallway       

Replacement Savings: $5,000 

GYM SEATING CHANGES 
         
         We are considering moving the seating areas 
in the gym where the 4 corners of the gym would be 
turned clockwise.  This would move the pep band to 
the northwest corner, younger students to the   
northeast corner, visitors to the southeast corner, 
and the non-parent group to the southwest corner. 
Parents and Southwest students would have the 
same seating area as they have had. 
         The purpose of this move is to improve our 
hospitality for visitors and maintain accessible seat-
ing for our older fans.  Please give us your thoughts, 
ideas, and input.   

�
�������	�� �


�����
 
May  
  24-26  Exams 
  26       Last day of School 
  28       Graduation - 11:00 a.m. 
  30       Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast           
 
June   
  9     SWMCH Society Meeting 
  
August   
  15       Athletic Practices Begin  
              One Accord Practice Begins  
              Drivers Education Starts  
  24       First Day of School  
 
May 2012 
  19       Graduation  

SCHOOL CLEANING  
 
            On May 24-26 and May 31-
June 2, we will be cleaning the 
classrooms, painting, and getting 
the building ready for fall.  Please 
assist us as your gifts, talents, and 
time allow. 

Dates and Times:  Come when it works for you! 
 May 24: 12:30 - 2:50: cleaning with students 

May 25: 12:30 - 2:50: cleaning 
May 26: 12:30 - 2:50: cleaning with students 
May 31:  
            8 -11 AM: school cleaning and painting 

1 - 4 PM: school cleaning and painting 
6 - 9 PM: school cleaning and painting 

June 1, & June 2 : 
            8 -11 AM: cleaning and painting 

1 - 4 PM:  cleaning and painting 
6 - 9 PM:  cleaning and painting 



ACTS OF RANDOM KINDNESS  
 
        The end of April 
brought with it another 
opportunity for the stu-
dents here at  Southwest 
to go out and serve in 
the community. Students 
were able to go to    
Camden State Park, Split 
Rock Creek State Park, 

New Life Treatment Center, VIM in Pipestone, 
Rock River Park and many homes in and around 
Edgerton in order to do a variety of tasks from rak-
ing to washing windows. The good weather held up 
and allowed for us to serve in our desired locations 
and a good day was had by all. A special thanks to 
Mr. Ulferts for his willingness to schedule this 
event. Thank you too to all of you for your willing-
ness to let us serve you for an afternoon and thank 
you to the students as well for their willingness to 
do what is asked of them and to do it while demon-
strating Christ’s love to those around us. 

          
         The school board 
met on April 4, 2011 and 
May 2, 2011. The follow-
ing decisions were made 
or discussions were held. 
 

·      The board reviewed and approved the goals 
that Dan Huisken, Dennis Kroll, and Paul Bootsma 
established for administration work at Southwest 
Christian. 
·      The board reviewed the eligible board member 
list that the board officers brought to the meeting.   
A final list was made and approved, and Dan      
Huisken, board president, contacted these candi-
dates. 
·      The board approved the PSEO/dual enrollment 
recommendation from the education committee, 
which is described in detail in this issue of the  
Spotlight. 
·      The board approved the parking lot improve-
ment proposal from the building and grounds    
committee. 
·      The board approved a $100 tuition increase for 
the 2011-2012 school year. 
·      The board discussed the Town Hall meeting 
results and is intending to report to the community 
on these at the society meeting.  It is also the intent 
of the board to hold town hall meetings in the      
future. 

 
         May is hurtling 
past us, and so has the 
spring musical! On May 
4, 6, and 7 the    stu-
dents of Southwest per-
formed Seussical! In-
cluding characters from 

a number of well known stories from Dr. Seuss, 
this musical journeys into the imagination of a 
young girl as she is thinking up some wild 
“Thinks.”  The Cat in the Hat pulls her along as 
she imagines Horton who is trying desperately to 
save Whoville while simultaneously helping his 
friend out by sitting on her egg. Mayzie, Gertrude, 
Yertle the Turtle, and the Sour Kangaroo are     
brilliantly weaved into this story about friendship 
and love. JoJo, Horton, and the Cat in the Hat 
(Abby De Groot, Trentin Kooima, and Nicole 
Sparks) led the cast and audience through         
perilous pandemonium to a place of great peace. It 
was a wonderful evening where the God-given 
gifts of the students could be celebrated and some 
fun could be had.     




